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REMARKS 

In response to Hu Official Action dated 10/19/2004. the ebove-ideodfied efipUeation t«s i 
been amended. Review and teconsideiation are lequested in view of the above nmcndnien ti 
following remaiks. 

ll>e Examiner objected claims 7, 9 and 15 as to several typogttq>hieal errors. Thes«bav« j 
been corrected anddu objection shoxUd be witiWraMkn. Hie Examiner rejected claims 1,7,3, 6, -j^ 
14 and 17 under 35 U.S.C. $ 1 12. second paraer^h. as lacking antecedent basU or being 
indefinite. Likewise, these r^ections have been addressed and the a m end me nt s ate believed to 
overcome the r^ections and >withdmwal of the lejections is requested. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1, 2. 4-«. 12 and 14-19 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as bemg 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,021 ,907 to O'Brien. The examiner states that O'Brien's 
cantileveted pong 52 equates to the first means for amultaneonsly peimitting fte biasing meai 
48tobecon9ressed vMealtovving an article to be hmtg between the tnembets and retained 


This tnisscs a key limitation of the (Oaimed invendoa- Specifically, the element at issuer 
Qte -Srst means for simultaneously peimitting tht biasing means to be compressed widi part of , . 
one's hand vjMe permitting insertion of an article to be hijng between the retaining members , 
with the same hand whereupon at least a portion of the article can be suppoitively retained 
between and by the retataing members. O'Brien provides no such means. Rather, O'Brien 
appears to be nothing more than cloAes pin hanger v*Brein two hands and two steps are requa 
for hanging the article such as pants. One hand is reqmred to pinch the ends 52 and 52' in oider^S 


PAffW'BCVDAT110lllM2:45:55Pa[atfmSlante^ ■ 


Copied from 10785556 on 11/29/2005 


Fax -.937-461-6922 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


REMARKS 

In lespoase to fhs Offidd Action dated 10/19/2004. the above-idCBtified application itfsM 
been effiended. Review and tecossideiBtion are requested in view of the above ai 
following ttmaiks. 

TlieEMJttjaetobje«tedclaia»7,9andl5 8StoMvetdtypogitvUcale^ Thesehawp'j 
been eoiracted and iheotgectiwi should be withdiawn. The Examiner cejeeted claims 1,2, 3, 6. 
14 and 17 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second pataeaph. as lacking antecedent basis or being 
indefinite. likewise, these wjeetions have been addressed and the am end me nt s are believed to 
ovocome the rgeedons and whhdnmal of the rejections is requested. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1, 2. 4^, 12 and 14-19 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,021 ,907 to O'Brien. The examiner states that O'Brien's 
cantilevered preng 52 equates to the first means for simultaneously permitting fte biasing meai 
48 to be coB^tessed while alloviring an article to be hung between the members and retained 


This misses a key limitation of the claimed Invwition. Speafically, the element at issu^ 
fte "first means far simultaneously pennitting the Wasing means to be conqiiessed with pan of. ■ . 
rm,-'^ y«md -while pgrmittinp insertion of an article to be hung between the retmiiing members , 
with the same hand vrtieitupon at least a portion of the article can be suppottively retained 
between and by the retaining monbers. O'Brien provides no such means. Ra&er, O'Brien 
sfpeais to be nothiijg m«« than clotbbM pin hanger \rtierein two hands and two steps are requn 
for han^g the article such as pants. One hand is required to pinch the ends 52 and 52' in order ^ffl 
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to opm the Other eadsviiiieh then Teqimeaaother hand to insert tte Intfaecaseof 
hanging pants, for example, this requires inserting one side of the pant is oae hanger 46 aod thea. :.:| 
insotiDg another side of the past in ano&er hanger 46, both requixing the use of two haads. 

The {«niitting means (side portions 46 of the instant invention) is an outwardly exposed. 
portion wfaidi enables the hanging to he peilbrmed by a single same hand. Specifically, the 
. knuckles of one's band can duress the side portion 46 of one retaining plate 42 «Me pemuttmg. 
one's same hand holding dte article to insert a portion of the article between the retaining plate-. 
42 and retaining member 32. The invention provides a useful improvement over the art, 
particularly for those handicapped and missing a hand or without use of one hand as is ofien the r 
case widi stroke victims. lia such situations, the O'Brien device could simply not be used. This^: 
is not disclosed or su^ested anywhere in Ois prior art Mihdrawalofthe rejection to diese 


The Examiner lejected daim 3 under 3S U.S.C. $ 102 as ui 


erO'Brienas - 


applied to claims 1,2,4-6, 12 and 14-19 and further in view of (Osmonsoa '537). Osmonson 
teaches a flared end. Claims 7-9 were also likewise rejected over these icfcrcnccs stating the 
leferences disclose a front side hingedly connected to a back side and includes a latdi. App\icmit^ 


asserts that the claimed structure in conjimction with the elements rerated in claim 1 is not 
obvious nor taught by the le&rences. In view of the above amendments and remarks, die claims 
are respectfully submitted to be patentably distinct over the tefeiences. 

Accoidin^y. widtdtawal of the rejection is tespeetfUJy requested and allowance of the 
remahiing claims is requested at as early a date as possible. This is intended to be complete . 
w to the OfBeial Action da»d l<yi9/2004. 
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